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The Board of Trustees of each school district, including specially chartered
districts, or the designated representative(s) of such district, is hereby empowered to and
shall, upon its own initiative or upon the request of a local education organization, enter
into a negotiation agreement with professional employees and negotiate with such
employees in good faith on those matters specified in any such negotiation agreement
between the local Board of Trustees and the local educational organization. A request for
negotiations may be initiated by either party to such negotiation agreement. Accurate
records or minutes of the proceedings shall be kept, and shall be available for public
inspection at the offices of the Board of Education during normal business hours. Joint
ratification of all final offers of settlement shall be made in open meetings.
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